Clinico-haematological profile in acute and chronic Plasmodium falciparum malaria in children.
The clinicohaematological findings of acute state (Group A, 30 patients) and chronic state (Group B, 34 patients) of falciparum malaria in paediatric patients are compared. The children with chronic falciparum malaria were apyrexic and presented with features of moderate to severe anaemia with hepato-splenomegaly. Greater severity of anaemia and haemolysis, higher incidence and severity of neutropenia, atypical lymphocytosis, monocytosis and thrombocytopenia were observed in patients with chronic falciparum malaria as compared to patients with acute falciparum malaria despite lesser degree of parasitaemia in the former as compared to the latter. While mechanical destruction of parasitised RBC's, ineffective and dysplastic erythropoiesis either due to unmasking of border line dierty folic acid deficiency or otherwise, transient hypoplasia of bone marrow, impaired utilization of iron and immune destruction of RBCs with hypersplenism may be the mechanisms for anaemia, transient hypoplasia of bone marrow and hypersplenism may be the factors responsible for thrombocytopenia and neutropenia.